May 1, 2025

To: Chair Orenschall and Members of the Nevada Senate Legislative Operations and Elections
Committee

From: Jackie Spicer, Nevada Environmental Justice Coalition
RE: AJR 10 Urges the Federal Government to release federally managed land - OPPOSE

Dear Chair Orenschall and Members of the Nevada Senate Legislative Operations and
Elections Committee,

On behalf of the Nevada Environmental Justice Coalition, we are respectfully opposing AJR10
today, just as many of our coalition members and allies have opposed the Southern Nevada
Economic Development and Conservation Act on a federal level for the last six years." 2

At a time when climate scientists tell us we have less than a decade to take action to avoid the
worst impacts of climate change, this proposed expansion will only make matters worse if urban
development continues as it has in the past, without consideration of climate-resiliency or the
impacts on frontline communities.

This Act will lead to urban sprawl by opening up public lands for developers. Sprawl increases
the distance between homes, businesses, services and jobs, which raises the cost of providing
infrastructure and public services.® Sprawling cities have more heat-related deaths than highly
dense cities,* and Clark County saw 526 deaths from extreme heat last year alone.® Las Vegas
already grapples with some of the consequences of unsustainable growth, and tens of
thousands of acres of new sprawl development will lead to:
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e Increased carbon emissions and air pollution from more personal vehicle usage and
more indoor air conditioning usage®

e Increased urban heat island effect from more pavement, building, and low-density
rooftops’

e Perpetuating historical housing inequities by creating new residential areas, without
public transportation, that are only accessible to wealthy residents.?

e Diverting County resources from improvements in existing low-income communities to
community improvements in new, outlying areas.

In addition, the claim that this Act will lead to more affordable housing options is not guaranteed.
We echo the concerns raised by Congresswoman Dina Titus in her address to the Nevada
Legislature two weeks ago that there are serious concerns with this bill.°

We envision a future where infill development of our existing neighborhoods is prioritized. This
vision is supported by the RTC of Southern Nevada's 2025 Underutilized Lands Inventory
Report, which found nearly 80,000 acres of vacant or underutilized land within the existing
growth boundary that could be developed instead.’ This bill is a giveaway to rich developers
while frontline communities continue to be economically marginalized by existing policies.

By enabling urban sprawl beyond the existing boundary, this bill risks worsening climate
impacts, increasing resource strain, and deepening social inequities.

We appreciate the committee’s consideration of our comments. When our mission is to liberate
frontline communities from environmental hardship, we cannot ignore the consequences of
sacrificing communities within the urban heat islands for unchecked sprawl.
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