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Dear Chair Mosca, Vice-Chair Gonzales, and the Members of the Assembly Legislative
Operations and Elections Committee,

Campaign Legal Center (“CLC”) respectfully submits this testimony to the Committee in
support of Assembly Bill 105, which provides significant and essential protections to voters
and election workers by prohibiting firearms within 100 feet of election sites with
reasonable exceptions. Our democracy works best when everyone can participate freely
and safely. Allowing individuals to carry guns into polling places and central counting
places or in the close vicinity of ballot drop boxes directly undermines that goal. Further,
armed intimidation suppresses voter participation and compromises the safety of not just
individuals, but of our democracy itself. We respectfully urge this committee to take action
on AB 105.

Campaign Legal Center (CLC) is a non-partisan, non-profit organization that works to
protect and strengthen the U.S. democratic process across all levels of government through
litigation, policy analysis, and public education. Our work promotes every American’s
right to participate in the democratic process. As such, CLC works to advance transparent,
accessible, and responsible procedures for election processes in the states. AB 105 is
critical to ensure that Nevada’s elections remain free, fair, and safe for years to come.

The right of a voter to cast a ballot free from intimidation is a foundational democratic
principle. But the presence of firearms at a polling location or ballot drop box can pose a
significant obstacle for citizens attempting to exercise their most fundamental
constitutional right. As nearly 58% of American adults report that they or someone they
care about has been impacted by gun violence, the presence of armed individuals can instill
fear in voters that may deter them from voting at all.> This fear is not unfounded. As

! SurveyUSA Market Research Study #24554. Data collected from December 7, 2018 to December 10,
2018. Published December 11, 2018. https://everytownsupportfund.org/documents/2021/03/results-of-
surveyusa-mkt-research-study-24554.pdf/. See question 39.
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political scientist Robert Spitzer has written, “Analysts in fields including psychology and
criminology have concluded that the mere presence of guns increases aggression and
violence. To cite a different analysis, a study of over 30,000 demonstrations in the U.S.
from 2020 to 2021 found that when guns were present, protests were over six times more
likely to turn violent or destructive.”?

The United States also has a history of armed violence being deployed at polling places to
disenfranchise immigrant voters® and voters of color.* Threats of violence are also not an
abstract scenario for the election administrators and workers in the silver state. In 2020,
Clark County poll workers counted ballots through the night as protestors, some of whom
were armed, patrolled outside their location.® Since 2020, eleven of Nevada's seventeen
counties lost their clerk or registrar of voters,® many due to the deluge of harassment and
violent threats that they, their colleagues, and their families have borne the brunt of. In
2024, 98% of Nevadans had their elections “administered by someone who wasn’t on the
job in 2020.””

Firearms play a concerning role in an environment that has become fraught for many, and
explicitly dangerous for some. Deanna Spikula, ex-registrar of voters for Washoe County,
resigned in 2022 after receiving threatening phone calls and emails, including one that read
“count the votes as if your life depends on it, because it does.”® She noted in one interview
“you just feel like you’re fighting for your life.”® In 2021, the Washoe County office
recounted an incident where a man “entered the election office, pointed his cane at workers
like a gun and said ‘bang’ repeatedly.”°
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Election administrators and poll workers continue to be at the receiving end of harassing
messages and conduct that is pulling their attention away from their already demanding
roles. Dedicated election officials are a necessity for free, fair, and secure elections and,
like voters, deserve for polling places and counting boards to be free of the threat of gun
violence. In a nation where one in three election officials nationwide knew another person
who left their election administration role due in part to threats or harassment, and where
one in six officials have been threatened themselves, we can, and must, do better.

While laws protecting election officials, including the one passed in Nevada, helped to
stymie escalating violence in the November 2024 election, the election unfortunately did
not pass without incident. In addition to widespread bomb threats across numerous
battleground states,'? voters at suburban Detroit polling places were followed, video-taped,
and harassed,® a Texas man punched a poll worker for telling him to remove an item of
clothing prohibited at his polling place,'* and a teenager in Florida was arrested for
wielding a machete at voters.t® This is only a small sampling of the nationwide incidents
where voters or election workers faced a serious threat or incitement of violence. It is the
unfortunate reality that the addition of a firearm could have made any of these situations
more lethal.

Courts have long recognized that guns have no place at election sites. More than a century
ago, a Georgia court described the practice of carrying arms at elections as, “a thing so
improper in itself, so shocking to all sense of propriety, so wholly useless and full of even,
that it would be strange if the framers of the constitution have used words broad enough to
give it a constitutional guarantee.”’® In a recent landmark U.S. Supreme Court case, the
court explicitly named polling places in its examples of “sensitive places” where the right
to bear arms could be prohibited.!” This jurisprudence makes clear that places where ballots
are submitted, cast, and counted are critical components of the democratic process that
deserve protection from potential armed conflict.

Campaign Legal Center supports AB 354 because both voters and election officials deserve
to vote and work in an environment without the fear of violence. Nevada should follow the
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lead of 18 other states and Washington, D.C. to expressly prohibit firearms at election
sites.'® Thank you for your time.
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