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Sec. 3.NRS 159A.034 is hereby amended to read as follows: 159A.034
1. Except as otherwise provided in this section, by specific statute
or as ordered by the court, a petitioner in aguardianship
proceeding shall give notice of the time and place of the hearing on
any petition filed in the guardianship proceeding to:
(@) Any protected minor who is 14 years of age or older,
regardless of whether the protected minor is considered to have
the capacity to understand or appreciate the contents of the petition.
(b) The parent or legal guardian of any protected minor . pathe-is

(c) All known relatives of the protected minor who are within
the second degree of consanguinity.

—e}} The guardian, if the petitioner is not the guardian.

B} () Any person fercareprovider} who is providing care for
the protected minor, except that if the person fercareprovider] is
not related to the protected minor, such person fer—eare—provider]
must not receive copies of any inventory or accounting.

:

[(g_) I_|Fe Birector—ot e I;Iepaltme_ 't IGI I_Iealt _a.nel Ilumﬁa_n
—hy} (f) Those persons entitled to notice if a proceeding were
brought in the protected minor’s home state.

2. The petitioner shall give notice not later than 10 days before
the date set for the hearing:

(a) By mailing a copy of the notice by certified, registered or
ordinary first-class mail to the residence, office or post office
address of each person required to be notified pursuant to this
section;

(b) By personal service; or



(c) Inany other manner ordered by the court, upon a showing of
good cause.

3. Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, if none of
the persons entitled to notice of a hearing on a petition pursuant to
this section can, after due diligence, be served by certified mail or
personal service and this fact is proven by affidavit to the
satisfaction of the court, service of the notice fmust} may be made
foy-publication} in fthe} any manner {-preweled} prescrlbed by the
Nevada Rules of C|V|I Procedure G
. In all such cases, the notlce must be
{pubhshed} served not Iater than 10 days before the date set for the
hearing. If, after the appointment of a guardian, a search for
relatives of the protected minor listed in paragraph (c) of subsection
1 fails to find any such relative, the court may waive the notice fby
publication] required by this subsection.

4. For good cause shown, the court may waive the requirement
of giving notice.

5. A person entitled to notice pursuant to this section may
waive such notice. Such a waiver must be in writing and filed with
the court.

6. On or before the date set for the hearing, the petitioner shall
file with the court proof of giving notice to each person entitled to
notice pursuant to this section.

Sec. 4. NRS 159A.044 is hereby amended to read as follows:

159A.044 1. Except as otherwise provided in NRS 127.045, a
proposed protected minor, a governmental agency, a nonprofit
corporation or any interested person may petition the court for the
appointment of a guardian.

2. To the extent the petitioner knows or reasonably may
ascertain or obtain, the petition must include, without limitation:

(a) The name and address of the petitioner.

(b) The name, date of birth and current address of the proposed
protected minor.

(c) A copy of one of the following forms of identification of the
proposed protected minor which must be placed in the records
relating to the guardianship proceeding and, except as otherwise
provided in NRS 239.0115 or as otherwise required to carry out a
specific statute, maintained in a confidential manner:

(1) A social security number;



(2) Abirth certificate;

(3) A valid driver’s license number;

(4) A valid identification card number;

(5) A valid passport number;

(6) A valid permanent resident card number; or
(7) A valid tribal identification card number.

If the information required pursuant to this paragraph is not
included with the petition, the information must be provided to the
court not later than 120 days after the appointment of a guardian or
as otherwise ordered by the court.

(d) The date on which the proposed protected minor will attain
the age of majority and:

(1) Whether there is a current order concerning custody and,
if so, the state in which the order was issued; and

(2) Whether the petitioner anticipates that the proposed
protected minor will need guardianship after attaining the age of
majority.

(e) Whether the proposed protected minor is a resident or
nonresident of this State.

(f) The names and addresses of the relatives of the proposed
protected minor who are within the second degree of consanguinity.

(g) The name, date of birth and current address of the proposed
guardian. If the proposed guardian is a private professional
guardian, the petition must include proof that the guardian meets the
requirements of NRS 159A.0595. If the proposed guardian is not a
private professional guardian, the petition must include a statement
that the proposed guardian currently is not receiving compensation
for services as a guardian to more than one protected person who is
not related to the person by blood or marriage.

(h) A copy of one of the following forms of identification of the
proposed guardian which must be placed in the records relating to
the guardianship proceeding and, except as otherwise provided in
NRS 239.0115 or as otherwise required to carry out a specific
statute, maintained in a confidential manner:

(1) A social security number;

(2) A birth certificate;

(3) A valid driver’s license number;

(4) A valid identification card number;

(5) A valid passport number;

(6) A valid permanent resident card number; or



(7) Avalid tribal identification card number.

(i) Whether the proposed guardian has ever been convicted of a
felony and, if so, information concerning the crime for which the
proposed guardian was convicted and whether the proposed
guardian was placed on probation or parole.

(1) Whether the proposed guardian, or any person who resides
with the proposed guardian:

(1) Has ever been the subject of samedn a report that has
been assigned
a disposition of substantiated pursuant to NRS 432B.305 or an
equivalent dlsposmon in another |ur|sd|ct|0n

& Is belng mvestlgated for Chl|d abuse or neglect by an
agency which provides child welfare services.

(k) A summary of the reasons why a guardian is needed and any
available documentation demonstrating the need for a guardianship,
including, without limitation, any orders or other information from a
court concerning the custody of the proposed protected minor.

ot (1) A statement concerning the suitability of the proposed
guardian to provide for the basic needs of the proposed protected
minor, including, without limitation, food, shelter, clothing,
medical care and education.

(m) A general description and the probable value of the property
of the proposed protected minor and any income to which the
proposed protected minor is or will be entitled, if the petition is for
the appointment of a guardian of the estate.

BT (n) The name and address of any person fercare-provider]
having the care, custody or control of the proposed protected minor.
)} (0) A description of the relationship between the
proposed guardian and the proposed protected minor.

(p) The name of each person who resides with the proposed
guardian and a description of the relationship between any such
person and:

(1) The proposed guardian; and
(2) The proposed protected minor.

() If a petitioner is not a parent of the proposed protected minor

&l
(1) A declaration explaining the relationship of the petitioner
to the proposed protected minor or to the proposed protected



minor’s parents and the interest, if any, of that petitioner in the
appointment |
—)} ; and

(2) The expected amount of parental involvement in the life
of the proposed protected minor, if any.

(r) Requests for any of the specific powers set forth in NRS
[59A 165161 159A.169, 159A.171 and 159A.175 [—inelusiver]
necessary to enable the guardian to carry out the duties of the
guardianship.

Ko} (s) If the guardianship is sought as the result of an
investigation of a report of abuse or neglect of the proposed
protected minor, whether the referral was from a law enforcement
agency or a state or county agency.

Epy (1) Whether the proposed protected minor or the proposed
guardian is a party to any pending criminal or civil flitigation:
—{&)} proceeding, including, without limitation:

(1) A proceeding for dependency; or
(2) A delinquency proceeding which is conducted pursuant
to title 5 of NRS.

(u) Whether the guardianship is sought for the purpose of
initiating litigation.

K5} (v) Whether the proposed guardian has filed for or received
protection under the federal bankruptcy laws within the immediately
preceding 7 years.

Sec. 5. NRS 159A.0445 is hereby amended to read as follows:

159A.0445 [Upen-thefiling-of-a-petition-for-the-appeintment
of-a-guardinn-the}

1. A court may require a proposed guardian to file a proposed
preliminary care plan and budget {} upon:

(a) The filing of a petition for the appointment of a guardian
of the estate;

(b) The filing of a petition for the appointment of a guardian
of the person and estate; or

(c) A finding of good cause shown.

2. The format of fsueh} a proposed preliminary care plan and
budget fand—thetiming—of-thefiling—thereof} described in this
section must be specified by a rule approved by the Supreme Court.

3. If a budget submitted pursuant to this section is approved,
a court shall annually review the budget in conjunction with the



annual accounting filed pursuant to NRS 159A.176 to 159A.183,
inclusive.

4. If at any time the court determines that a budget is not
reasonably calculated to meet the needs of a protected minor, the
court may order the guardian to submit a revised proposed budget
for review and approval by the court

6. Nothlng in this sectlon shall be deemed to aIIeV|ate the duty
of a parent to financially provide for the basic needs of a protected
minor, including, without limitation, food, shelter, clothing and
medical care.

Sec. 6. NRS 159A.045 is hereby amended to read as follows:

159A.045 1. On or after the date of the filing of a petition to
appoint a guardian:

(a) Frhe} Subject to subsection 2, the court may appoint an
attorney to represent the protected minor or proposed protected
minor; and

(b) The attorney must represent the protected minor or proposed
protected minor until relieved of that duty by court order.

2.  [Fhe] Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, if a
petition to appoint a guardian is filed in a jurisdiction where there
is a program for legal services that receives the fees charged
pursuant to NRS 19.031 for the operation of programs for the
indigent and the protected minor or proposed protected minor
would qualify for representation from the program in the
guardianship proceeding, the court shall appoint an attorney from
the program to represent the protected minor or proposed
protected minor.

3. If a program for legal services described in subsection 2
has insufficient funds to support the representation of each child
who would qualify for the appointment of an attorney pursuant to
subsection 2, the program shall determine the number of
protected minors or proposed
protected minors supported from available funds.

4. If an attorney appointed pursuant to subsection 1 is not
compensated by any public money for the representation and the
protected minor or proposed protected minor has an estate, the




court may authorize an attorney Hs-entitled} to receive reasonable
compensation from the estate . fof-the-protected-miner-orproposed
protected-minor}-Nothing in this subsection shall be interpreted to
prevent a proposed protected minor or protected minor from
retaining counsel or from an attorney offering pro bono
representation of a minor.

5. _An attorney appointed to represent a proposed protected
minor or protected minor shall comply with the Rules of
Professional Conduct adopted by the Nevada Supreme Court for
the representation of children in abuse and neglect proceedings.

5 6.If the court finds that a person has unnecessarily
or
unreasonably caused the appointment of an attorney, the court may
order the person to pay to the estate of the protected minor or
proposed protected minor all or part of the expenses associated with
the appointment of the attorney.
B} & 7. An attorney who is appointed pursuant to subsection
1may not serve as a guardian ad litem or an advocate for the
best interests of a protected minor or proposed protected minor.

Sec. 7. NRS 159A.0455 is hereby amended to read as follows:

159A.0455 1. The court may appoint a guardian ad litem or
an advocate for the best interests of a protected minor or proposed
protected minor who is the subject of guardianship proceedings
conducted pursuant to this chapter if the court believes that the
minor could benefit from that appointment.

2. The court may not appoint aa-atterrey-as a guardian ad litem
or an advocate for the best interests of a protected minor or
proposed protected minor unless:

(@) Frhel An attorney has been appointed pursuant to
subsection 1 of NRS 159A.045 or has otherwise been retained to
represent the protected minor or proposed protected minor, the

court believes that fan} the attorney pwherepresents-theprotected
minor-orpropesedprotected-minor] is unable to provide information

which is required by the court to make a determination on the best
interests of the minor;

(b) fNe} A volunteer is not available to serve as an advocate; or

(c) Extraordinary circumstances exist in which an attorney may
assist the court as an advocate.

3. Aguardian ad litem or an advocate for the best interests of a



protected minor or proposed protected minor who is appointed
pursuant to subsection 1:

(a) Is an officer of the court;

(b) Does not represent the protected minor or proposed protected
minor;

(c) Shall not offer legal advice;

(d) Is not a party to the case;

(e) Shall advocate for the best interests of the protected minor or
proposed protected minor;

(f) Shall provide information to the court in accordance with
applicable court rule; and

(g) Shall serve until relieved of that duty by court order.

4. A guardian ad litem or an advocate for the best interests of a
protected minor or proposed protected minor is entitled to
reasonable compensation from the estate of the protected minor or
proposed protected minor. If the protected minor or proposed
protected minor is indigent, the court may order such compensation
to be paid by the county.

5. If the court finds that a person has unnecessarily or
unreasonably caused the appointment of a guardian ad litem or an
advocate for the best interests of a protected minor or proposed
protected minor, the court may order the person to pay to the estate
of the protected minor or proposed protected minor all or part of the
expenses associated with the appointment of the guardian ad litem
or advocate for the best interests of the protected minor or proposed
protected minor.

Sec. 9. NRS 159A.0475 is hereby amended to read as follows:

159A.0475 1. A copy of the citation issued pursuant to NRS
159A.047, together with a copy of the petition filed under NRS
159A.044, must be served

— o=t asethorpise—ordond b thoconsopnoresesod

—{b)}-On} on each person required to be served pursuant to NRS
159A.047 Lotherthanr-propascdpraracted-mmor by:

51 (a) Certified mail, with a return receipt requested, at
least 20 days before the hearing; or

2 (b) Personal service in the manner provided pursuant to



the Nevada Rules of Civil Procedure at least 10 days before the date
set for the hearing.

2. If none of the persons on whom the citation and petition is to
be served can, after due diligence, be served by certified mail or
personal service, as applicable, and this fact is proven by affidavit to
the satisfaction of the court, service of the citation fmust} may be

made [by-publication} in fthe] any manner [provided] prescribed by
the Nevada Rules of Crvrl Procedure H —ireluding—without

- In all such cases, the citation
must be {-publ+ehed} served at Ieast {26} 10 days before the date set
for the hearing.

3. Acitation and petition need not be served on a person feran
officerof-the-care-provider} who has signed the petition or a written
waiver of service of the citation and petition or who makes a general
appearance.

4. The court may find that notice is sufficient if:

(@) The citation and petition have been served by personal
service on the proposed protected minor and an affidavit of such
service has been filed with the court pursuant to subsection 3 of
NRS 159A.047;

(b) The citation and petition have been served by certified mail,
with a return receipt requested, or by personal service on the feare
provider—or} guardian required to be served pursuant to NRS
159A.047; and

(c) At least one relative of the proposed protected minor who is
required to be served pursuant to NRS 159A.047 has been served, as
evidenced by the return receipt or the certificate of service. If the
court finds that at least one relative of the proposed protected minor
has not received notice that is sufficient, the court will require
service of the citation fte-be-published} pursuant to subsection 2.

Sec. 10. NRS 159A.048 is hereby amended to read as follows:

159A.048 The citation issued pursuant to NRS 159A.047 must
state that:

1. A guardian may be appointed for the proposed protected
minor;

2. The rights of the proposed protected minor and of any
person having legal or physical custody of the proposed protected
minor may be affected as specified in the petition;

3. The proposed protected minor has the right to appear at the



hearing and to oppose the petition;

4. The proposed protected minor has the right to be represented
by an attorney; and

5. At any time during proceedings on the citation, the court
may appoint for the proposed protected minor:

(a) Anattorney [ pursuant to NRS 159A.045.

(b) A guardian ad litem or an advocate for the best interests of
the proposed protected minor pursuant to NRS 159A.0455 if an
attorney has been appointed pursuant to NRS 159A.045.

Sec. 13. NRS 159A.052 is hereby amended to read as follows:

159A.052 1. A petitioner may request the court to appoint a
temporary guardian for a proposed protected minor who is in need
of immediate medical attention which he or she cannot obtain
without the appointment of a temporary guardian. To support the
request, the petitioner must set forth in a petition and present to the
court under oath:

(a) Documentation which shows that the proposed protected
minor needs immediate medical attention and, without the
appomtment of a temporary guardlan cannot obtaln that medlcal

(b) Facts which show that:

(1) The petitioner has tried in good faith to notify the persons
entitled to notice pursuant to NRS 159A.047 by telephone or in
writing before the filing of the petition;

(2) The proposed protected minor would be exposed to an
immediate risk of physical harm if the petitioner were to provide
notice to the persons entitled to notice pursuant to NRS 159A.047
before the court determines whether to appoint a temporary
guardian; or

(3) Giving notice to the persons entitled to notice pursuant to
NRS 159A.047 is not feasible under the circumstances.

2. The court may appoint a temporary guardian to serve for 10
days if the court:

(a) Finds reasonable cause to believe that the proposed protected
minor is in need of immediate medical attention which he or she
cannot obtain without the appointment of a temporary guardian; and

(b) Is satisfied that the petitioner has tried in good faith to notify



the persons entitled to notice pursuant to NRS 159A.047 or that
giving notice to those persons is not feasible under the
circumstances, or determines that such notice is not required
pursuant to subparagraph (2) of paragraph (b) of subsection 1.

3. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 4, after the
appointment of a temporary guardian, the petitioner shall attempt in
good faith to notify the persons entitled to notice pursuant to NRS
159A.047, including, without limitation, notice of any hearing to
extend the temporary guardianship. If the petitioner fails to make
such an effort, the court may terminate the temporary guardianship.

4. If, before the appointment of a temporary guardian, the court
was satisfied that giving notice to the persons entitled to notice
pursuant to NRS 159A.047 was not feasible under the circumstances
or determined that such notice was not required pursuant to
subparagraph (2) of paragraph (b) of subsection 1, the petitioner
shall notify the persons entitled to notice pursuant to NRS 159A.047
without undue delay, but not later than 48 hours after the
appointment of the temporary guardian or not later than 48 hours
after the petitioner discovers the existence, identity and location of
the persons entitled to notice pursuant to that section. If the
petitioner fails to provide such notice, the court may terminate the
temporary guardianship.

5. Not later than 10 days after the date of the appointment of a
temporary guardian pursuant to subsection 2, the court shall hold a
hearing to determine the need to extend the temporary guardianship.
Except as otherwise provided in subsection 7, if the court finds by
clear and convincing evidence that the protected minor continues to
be in need of immediate medical attention which he or she cannot
obtain without the extension of the temporary guardianship, the
court may, pursuant to subsection 8, extend the temporary
guardianship until a general guardian is appointed.

6. If the court appoints a temporary guardian or extends a
temporary guardianship pursuant to this section, the court shall limit
the powers of the temporary guardian to those necessary to respond
to the need for immediate medical attention.

7. The court may not extend a temporary guardianship pursuant
to subsection 5 beyond the initial period of 10 days unless the
petitioner demonstrates that:

(a) The provisions of NRS 159A.0475 have been satisfied; or

(b) Notice [by—publication—pursuant—te] in any manner



prescrlbed by the Nevada Rules of Crvrl Procedure , Haeluding;
wthoutlimitation—by—electronic—transmissien is currently being

undertaken.

8. The court may extend the temporary guardianship, for good
cause shown, for not more than two successive 60-day periods.
9. In lieu of granting the petition for temporary guardianship on

the information provided in the petition alone, the court may
schedule a hearing on the petition for appointment of temporary
guardian to allow for presentation of additional evidence, including
testimony, as to the need for a temporary guardian. In ordering a
hearing pursuant to this subsection, the court may impose the
notice requirements on the petitioner it deems necessary
considering the best interests of the proposed protected minor.

Sec. 14. NRS 159A.053 is hereby amended to read as follows:

159A.053 1. A petitioner may request that the court appoint a
temporary guardian for the person or the estate, or both, of a
proposed protected minor by filing a verified petition.

2. [Fhepetition] To support the request, the petitioner must
fstate} set forth in the petition and present under oath facts which :

(a) Establish that the proposed protected minor would be
exposed to an immediate risk of physical, emotional, educational
or financial harm if the court did not appoint a temporary
guardian or otherwise establish good cause for the appointment of a

temporary guardian ; and pahich-shew-that:

—&)} (b) Show that:
(1) The petitioner has tried in good faith to notify the persons

entitled to notice pursuant to NRS 159A.047 by telephone or in
writing before the filing of the petition;

—b}} (2) The proposed protected minor would be exposed to an
immediate risk of physical, emotional , educational or financial
harm if the petitioner were to provide notice to the persons entitled
to notice pursuant to NRS 159A.047 before the court determines
whether to appoint a temporary guardian; or

Hel (3) Giving notice to the persons entitled to notice pursuant
to NRS 159A.047 is not feasible under the circumstances.

3. A petition which seeks an ex parte appointment of a
temporary guardian must be accompanied by an affidavit which
explains the emergency that requires a temporary guardian to be
appointed before a hearing.



4. If no parent of the proposed protected minor has had the
care, custody and control of the minor for the 6 months immediately
preceding the petition, temporary guardianship of the person of the
minor is presumed to be in the best interest of the minor.

5. The court may, upon that petition or other showing as it may
require, appoint a temporary guardian of the person or the estate, or
both, of the proposed protected minor.

6. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 7, after the
appointment of a temporary guardian, the petitioner shall attempt in
good faith to notify the persons entitled to notice pursuant to NRS
159A.047, including, without limitation, notice of any hearing to
extend the temporary guardianship. If the petitioner fails to make
such an effort, the court may terminate the temporary guardianship.

7. If, before the appointment of a temporary guardian, the court
was satisfied that giving notice to the persons entitled to notice
pursuant to NRS 159A.047 was not feasible under the circumstances
or determined that such notice was not required pursuant to
subparagraph (2) or (3) of paragraph (b) fer-(e}} of subsection 2,
the petitioner shall notify the persons entitled to notice pursuant to
NRS 159A.047 without undue delay, but not later than 48 hours
after the appointment of the temporary guardian or not later than 48
hours after the petitioner discovers the existence, identity and
location of the persons entitled to notice pursuant to that section. If
the petitioner fails to provide such notice, the court may terminate
the temporary guardianship.

8. Not later than 10 days after the date of an ex parte
appointment of a temporary guardian pursuant to subsection 5, the
court shall hold a hearing to determine the need to extend the
temporary guardianship. Except as otherwise provided in subsection
9, if the court finds by clear and convincing evidence that the
protected minor continues to be in need of a temporary guardian, the
court may, pursuant to subsection 10, extend the temporary
guardianship until a general guardian is appointed.

9. The court may not extend a temporary guardianship pursuant
to subsection 8 beyond the initial period of 10 days unless the
petitioner demonstrates that:

(&) The provisions of NRS 159A.0475 have been satisfied; or

(b) Notice [oy—publication—pursuant—te} in any manner
prescrlbed by the Nevada Rules of C|V|I Procedure —Haclading;
is currently being




undertaken.

10. The court may extend the temporary guardianship, for good
cause shown, for not more than two successive 60-day periods,
unless extraordinary circumstances necessitate a longer duration for
the temporary guardianship.

11. If for any reason a guardian who is appointed for a
protected minor cannot perform the duties of a guardian, the court
may, upon a petition filed to request temporary guardianship for the
minor, appoint a temporary guardian to exercise the powers of a
guardian until another guardian is appointed for the minor.

12. In lieu of granting the petition for temporary guardianship on
the information provided in the petition alone, the court may
schedule a hearing on the petition for appointment of temporary
guardian to allow for presentation of additional evidence, including
testimony, as to the need for a temporary guardian. In ordering a
hearing pursuant to this subsection, the court may impose the
notice requirements on the petitioner it deems necessary
considering the best interests of the proposed protected minor.

Sec. 16. NRS 159A.055 is hereby amended to read as follows:

159A.055 1. The petitioner has the burden of proving by
clear and convincing evidence that the appointment of a guardian of
the person, of the estate, or of the person and estate is necessary f}
and in the best interests of the proposed protected minor.

2. In determining the best interests of the proposed protected
minor pursuant to subsection 1, the court shall consider without
limitation:

(a) The wishes of the proposed protected minor;

(b) The extent to which the parent poses a safety risk of either
physical or emotional danger to the proposed protected minor;

(c) The nature and quality of the parent-child relationship;

(d) The length of time that the proposed protected minor has
been out of the care, custody and control of either parent;

(e) The ability of the parent to meet the needs of the proposed
protected minor; and

(f) The recommendation of the guardian ad litem, if
Applicable;

(0) Any other factors the court deems relevant to determine the
best interest of the proposed protected minor.

3. If fitappears-to] the court fthatthe-aHegations-of-thepetition




are-sufficientand} finds by clear and convincing evidence that the
appointment of a guardian fsheuld-be-appeinted-for] is necessary
and in the best interests of the proposed protected minor, the court
shall enter an order appointing a guardian. {Fhe}

4. Anorder appointing a guardian must:

(@) Set forth with specificity the findings of fact upon which
the order is based;

(b) Specify whether the guardian appointed is guardian of the
person, of the estate, or of the person and estate;

b)Y} (c) Specify whether the proposed protected minor is a
resident or nonresident of this State;

Hey} (d) Specify the amount of the bond to be executed and

filed by the guardian; and

Ky} (e) Designate the names and addresses, so far as may be
determined, of |
——{1)-The} the relatives of the proposed protected minor upon
whom notice must be served pursuant to NRS 159A.047 . f;-and

33 5. A notice of entry of the court order must be sentto |
{a)—TFhe} the relatives of the proposed protected minor upon
whom notice must be served pursuant to NRS 159A.047 . [and
-(B}-Any-etherinterested-person-}

Sec. 17. NRS 159A.0565 is hereby amended to read as
follows:

159A.0565 fn}

1. Subiject to subsection 2, in an order appointing a guardian or
in any order thereafter, the court may award rights of visitation
between a protected minor and his or her parents, e¢ relatives who
are within the fourth degree of consanguinity, or fictive Kin as defined
by NRS 432B.0657.

2. If an order described in subsection 1 limits the visitation
between the protected minor and a parent, the order must set forth
with specificity findings of fact as to why the limitation is

necessary to protect the physical and emotional well-being of the
child.

Sec. 18. NRS 159A.061 is hereby amended to read as follows:



of a proposed protected minor, or either parent are presumed
suitable to care for the proposed protected minor and it is
presumed to be in the proposed protected minor’s best interest to
be care for by a fit and suitable parent pursuant to the
considerations in subsection 4.

2. Except as otherW|se prowded |n subsectlon {4—+f—a—|earent—ef

geardan—fepme—prepesw—preteeted—n%ner—the} 3, a parent is
presumed to be suitable to serve as guardian for the proposed
protected minor £} unless:

(a) The parent is unable to provide for any or all of the basic
needs of the proposed protected minor, including, without
limitation:

(1) Food;

(2) Shelter;

(3) Clothing;

(4) Medical care; and
(5) Education;

(b) Because of action or inaction, the parent poses a
significant safety risk of either physical or emotional danger to the
proposed protected minor; or
(c) The proposed protected minor has not been in the care,
custody and control of the parent for the 6 months immediately
preceding the flllng of the petition.

m+ner—e|Le|ther-} If a proposed protected minor has been in the
care, custody and control of a person who is not a parent for the 6

months immediately preceding the flllng of a petition for the
appomtment ofaguardlan aparent 22 : 3 A

se%eﬁ% Bears the initial burden of proving thev are swtable




pursuant to section (a) and (b) of this subsection.

4.In evaluating a petition for the appointment of a guardian,
the court shall determine the suitability of each parent —erany
otherpersen-who-seeks-appeintment-as] of the proposed protected

minor and the proposed guardian for the proposed protected minor

[is-gualified-and-suitable,the-court-shall-consider;] by considering,
if applicable and without limitation:

(a) PWhieh—parent—has—physical—eustedy—of—the —propesed
protected-minor} With whom the proposed protected minor lives
and how long the proposed protected minor has lived with that
person;

(b) The ability of the [parents;parent-or-other] persen parents

parent, or proposed guardian to provide
for the basic needs of the proposed protected minor, including,
without limitation, food, shelter, clothing and medical care, taking
into consideration any special needs of the proposed protected
minor;

(c) Whether the fparents;-parent-orother] persen parents, parent,

or proposed guardian has engaged in
the habitual use of alcohol or any controlled substance during the
previous 6 months, except the use of cannabis in accordance with
the provisions of chapter 678C of NRS;
(d) Whether the [parents—parent—or—other] persen parents
parent, or proposed guardian has been
convicted of a crime of moral turpitude, a crime involving domestic
violence or a crime involving the abuse, neglect, exploitation,
isolation or abandonment of a child, his or her spouse, his or her
parent or any other adult;
(e) Whether the [parents,—parent—or—other] persen parents
parent, or proposed guardian has been
convicted in this State or any other jurisdiction of a felony; and

(F) Whether the {parents-parent-or-other]} persen parents, parent,

or proposed guardian has engaged in

one or more acts of domestic violence against the proposed
protected minor, a parent of the proposed protected minor or any
other person who resides with the proposed protected minor.




5. Subject to the [preference} presumption set forth in
subsection 1 and except as otherwise provided in subsection %} 9,
the court shall appoint as guardian the qualified person who is most
suitable and is willing to serve.

6. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 7, the court
may not appoint a guardian for a proposed protected minor
without the consent of the proposed protected minor if the
proposed protected minor is—a=rire—=whs is 14 years of age or
older.

7. If the minor will not consent to the appointment of

guardian and if the proposed guardian is otherwise found fit

and swtable pursuant to thls sectlon ef=any
/2, the petitioner must
show by clear and convmcmg ewdence that the award of the
guardianship to the person who is the most suitable and willing to
serve is necessary and in the best interests of the proposed
protected minor.

8. In determining which qualified person is most suitable, the
court shall, in addition to considering any applicable factors set forth
in subsections 2 |3} and 4, give consideration, among other factors,
to:

(@) Any nomination of a guardian for the proposed protected
minor contained in a will or other written instrument executed by a
parent of the proposed protected mlnor

(b) FARy} Exs \ —Any
request made by the proposed protected minor, reqardless of aqe as
provided in subsections 6 and 7, a minor over the age of




14 must consent to the quardlanshlp {—Lf—he—er—she—rs—m

(c) The relationship by blood or adoption of the proposed
guardian to the proposed protected mlnor Hn—considering

)} (d) Any recommendation made by:

(1) An agency which provides child welfare services, an
agency which provides child protective services or a similar agency;
or

(2) A guardian ad litem or court appointed special advocate
who represents the proposed protected minor.

EB1 (e) Any request for the appointment of any other interested
person that the court deems appropriate.

-} 9. The court may award temporary guardianship pursuant
to this section, supported by findings of suitability, pending a trial or
evidentiary hearing if that appointment is supported by findings.

&} 10. Notwithstanding the presumption set forth in
subsection {4;} 2, in the event of competing petitions for the
appointment of guardianship of a proposed protected minor, any
finding of unsuitability of a parent of the proposed protected minor
must be found by clear and convincing evidence after a hearing on
the merits or an evidentiary hearing.

{8} 11. In determining whether to appoint a guardian of the
person or estate of a proposed protected minor and who should be
appointed, the court must always act in the best interests of the
proposed protected minor.

64 12. A court shall not refuse to appoint a person as a
guardian of the person or estate of a proposed protected minor solely
because the person:

(a) Is deaf, is blind or has another physical disability; or

(b) Is the holder of a valid registry identification card.



21 13, Asused in this section:
(8) FAgeney—which-provideschildwelfare services™ has—the

meaning-aseribed-to-iHn-NRS-432B-030-
b} “Blind” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 426.082.

He (b) “Holder of a valid registry identification card” means a
person who holds a valid registry identification card as defined in
NRS 678C.080 that identifies the person as:

(1) Exempt from state prosecution for engaging in the
medical use of cannabis; or

(2) A designated primary caregiver as defined in
NRS 678C.040.

Sec. 19. NRS 159A.076 is hereby amended to read as follows:

159A.076 1. The court may grant a summary administration
if, at any time, it appears to the court that after payment of all claims
and expenses of the guardianship the value of the protected minor’s
property does not exceed $10,000.

2. Ifthe court grants a summary administration, the court may:

(a) Authorize the guardian of the estate who is authorized to
manage the protected minor’s property to convert the property to
cash and sell any of the property, with or without notice, as the court
may direct. After the payment of all claims and the expenses of the
guardianship, the guardian shall [depesit—the—money—in—savings
aeeounts—er} invest the money as provided in NRS 159A.117, and
hold the investment and all interest, issues, dividends and profits for
the benefit of the protected minor. The court may dispense with
annual accountings and all other proceedings required by this
chapter.

(b) Terminate the guardianship of the estate and direct the
guardian to deliver the protected minor’s property to the custodial
parent or parents, guardian or custodian of the protected minor to
hold, invest or use as the court may order.

3. Whether the court grants a summary administration at the
time the guardianship is established or at any other time, the
guardian shall file an inventory and record of value with the court.

4. If, at any time, the net value of the estate of the protected
minor exceeds $10,000:

(&) The guardian shall file an amended inventory and accounting
with the court;

(b) The guardian shall file annual accountings; and



(c) The court fmay} shall,_unless otherwise ordered by the
court, require the guardian to place the
entire value of the estate in a blocked account, unless the guardian
is a private professional guardian or a public guardian, in which
case the court may require the guardian to post a bond.

Sec. 20. NRS 159A.079 is hereby amended to read as follows:

159A.079 1. Except as otherwise ordered by the court, a
guardian of the person has the care, custody and control of the
person of the protected minor, and has the authority and, subject to
subsection 2, shall perform the duties necessary for the proper care,
maintenance, education and support of the protected minor,
including, without limitation, the following:

(2) Supplying the protected minor with food, clothing, shelter
and all incidental necessaries, including locating an appropriate
residence for the protected minor based on the financial situation
and needs of the protected minor, including, without limitation, any
medical needs or needs relating to his or her care.

(b) Taking reasonable care of any clothing, furniture, vehicles
and other personal effects of the protected minor and commencing a
proceeding if any property of the protected minor is in need of
protection.

(c) Authorizing  medical, surgical, dental, psychiatric,
psychological, hygienic or other remedial care and treatment for the
protected minor.

(d) Seeing that the protected minor is properly trained and
educated and that the protected minor has the opportunity to learn a
trade, occupatlon or profession.

. Facmtatlng
approprlate contact between the protected minor and their parent

or parents in a manner and to an extent that is in the best interest
of the protected minor and in compliance with an order for
visitation if one has been granted by the court.

2. In the performance of the duties enumerated in subsection 1
by a guardian of the person, due regard must be given to the extent
of the estate of the protected minor. A guardian of the person may
be required to incur expenses on behalf of the protected minor if the




estate of the protected minor is insufficient to reimburse the
guardian.

3. A guardian of the person is the protected minor’s personal
representative for purposes of the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act of 1996, Public Law 104-191, and any
applicable regulations. The guardian of the person has authority to
obtain information from any government agency, medical provider,
business, creditor or third party who may have information
pertaining to the protected minor’s health care or health insurance.

4. A guardian of the person may, subject to the provisions of
subsection 6 and NRS 159A.0807, establish and change the
residence of the protected minor at any place within this State. The
guardian shall select the least restrictive appropriate residence which
is available and necessary to meet the needs of the protected minor
and which is financially feasible.

5. A guardian of the person shall petition the court for an order
authorizing the guardian to change the residence of the protected
minor to a location outside of this State. The guardian must show
that changing the residence of the protected minor to a location
outside of this State is in the best interest of the protected minor or
that there is no appropriate residence available for the protected
minor in this State. The court shall retain jurisdiction over
the guardianship unless the guardian files for termination of the
guardianship pursuant to NRS 159A.1905 or 159A.191 or the
jurisdiction of the guardianship is transferred to the other state. Not
later than 6 months after changing the residence of a protected
minor to a location outside of this State, the guardian shall file a
petition for guardianship in the state of the protected minor’s
residence.

6. A guardian of the person must file a notice with the court of
his or her intent to move a protected minor to or place a protected
minor in a facility that provides residential treatment, including,
without limitation, a secured residential long-term care facility ,
pursuant to subsection 4 of NRS 159A.0807 unless : fthe-secured

(&) An emergency condition exists pursuant to subsection 5 of
NRS 159A.0807;

(b) The court has previously granted the guardian authority to
move the protected minor to or place the protected minor in such a
facility based on findings made when the court appointed the



guardian; or

(c) The move or placement is made pursuant to a written
recommendation by a licensed physician, fa-physician-employed-by
the-Department-of-Veterans-Affairs;} a licensed social worker or an

employee of a county or state office for protective services.

7. This section does not relieve a parent or other person of any
duty required by law to provide for the care, support and
maintenance of any dependent.

Sec. 24. NRS 159A.083 is hereby amended to read as follows:

159A.083 1. A guardian of the estate shall:

-3} (@) Protect, preserve, manage and dispose of the estate of
the protected minor according to law and for the best interests of the
protected minor £} ;

(b) Responsibly invest the property of the protected minor
pursuant to NRS 159A.117,

(c) File an annual accounting pursuant to NRS 159A.176 to
159A.183, inclusive; and

(d) Take any other action authorized or required by law.

2. fApphy} Upon approval of the court, a guardian of the
estate may:

@ Expend money from the estate of the protected minor {f-e¥

support} |f |t is necessary to meet any extraordlnary needs of the
protected minor considering the protected minor’s past routines

and needs prior to the establishment of the guardianship of the
estate. |

are-provided-by-taw ] , including, without limitation, through an
annual budget approved by the court pursuant to NRS 159A.0445;
(b) Manage any property right on behalf of the
protectedminor;
(c) Establish:

(1) A special needs trust;

(2) A trust for the benefit of the protected minor which is
payable over the lifetime of the minor or over a reasonable shorter
period; and

(3) A structured settlement which is payable over the
lifetime of the protected minor or over a reasonable shorter period




of time; and

(d) Invest money, including, without limitation, with the
assistance of a financial advisor, for the purposes of growing the
estate of the protected minor, as appropriate given the age and
needs of the minor and the size of the estate.

3. Asused in this section:

(a) “Estate of the protected minor” does not include any
payment assigned to a guardian for the support of the protected
minor, including, without limitation, child support payments that
are processed pursuant to Part D of Title 1V of the Social Security
Act, 42 U.S.C. 88 651 et seq., and any supplemental security
income benefit.

(b) “Special needs trust” has the meaning ascribed to it in
NRS 163.556.

(c) “Structured settlement” has the meaning ascribed to it in
NRS 42.275.

Sec. 35. NRS 159A.1905 is hereby amended to read as
follows:

159A.1905 1. A protected minor, the guardian or another

person may petition the court for the termination or modification

of
a guardianship. The petition must state or contain:

(&) The name and address of the petitioner.

(b) The relationship of the petitioner to the protected minor.

(c) The name, age and address of the protected minor, if the
protected minor is not the petitioner, or the date of death of the
protected minor if the protected minor is deceased.

(d) The name and address of the guardian, if the guardian is not
the petitioner.

(e) The reason for termination or modification.

(f) Whether the termination or modification is sought for a
guardianship of the person, of the estate, or of the person and estate.

(9) A general description and the value of the remaining
property of the protected minor and the proposed disposition of that
property.

2. Upon the filing of the petition, the court shall appoint an

£} The court determines that the appointment is necessary to



protect the interests of the protected minor.

3. Except as otherwise provided in NRS 159A.1915, the

petitioner has the burden of proof to show by clear and
convincing evidence that the termination or modification of the
guardianship of the person, of the estate, or of the person and estate
is in the best interests of the protected minor.

4. The court shall issue a citation requiring all interested
persons to appear and show cause why termination or modification
of the guardianship should not be granted. The court shall serve the
citation on the guardian and the petitioner. The petitioner shall serve
the citation on all interested persons.

5. If the court finds that the petitioner did not file a petition for
termination or modification in good faith or in furtherance of the
best interests of the protected minor, the court may {

icall - o
{b)y+mpese} impose sanctions on the petitioner in an amount
sufficient to reimburse the estate of the protected minor for all or
part of the expenses and for any other pecuniary losses which are
incurred by the estate of the protected minor and associated with the
petition.

Sec. 42. NRS 159A.014, 159A.0345, 159A.049, 159A.059,
159A.0615, 159A.0617, 159A. 0755 150A-086—150A0865;







