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Dear Chair Miller and members of the Assembly Judiciary,
We respectfully provide the following testimony in opposition to AB151:

Research, and the lived experiences of sex workers, teaches us that increasing criminal penalties
for sex-work related offenses escalates violence for all people in the sex industry, especially
victims of trafficking. People enter the sex trade for a variety of reasons: some are coerced to
trade sex, some trade sex because it is their best or only option to earn a living, and others work
freely and by choice. Increasing criminal penalties does not prevent or minimize human
trafficking. Additionally, the negative effects of criminalization fall disproportionately on
women, people of color, transgender and non-binary workers, people with disabilities, and
economically marginalized community members.

Evidence-based research conclusively shows that further criminalizing the sale of sex, both the
buying and selling, makes circumstances more dangerous and self-perpetuating for victims of
human trafficking and sex workers. We understand this argument may feel counterintuitive.
However, legislation increasing criminal penalties will increase the harm this bill seeks to
mitigate.

From looking at other countries and jurisdictions where this approach has been implemented, we
know:

o Raising criminal penalties on buyers and repressive policing corresponds with an
increase in human trafficking, increase in violence, and a decrease in the health
and safety of both victims and workers.'

o Raising criminal penalties on buyers discourages buyers and other sex workers
from cooperating with law enforcement to report and prosecute human
trafficking."

o Raising criminal penalties does not lead to a decrease in the number of buyers,
workers, or victims selling sex. In fact, these numbers increase. Research finds
that deterrence does not reduce the demand for sex and may encourage a
riskier client profile.

o Evidence is so clear that increasing penalties is harmful to those in prostitution
and victims of sex trafficking that 250 scientists wrote an open letter urging
policy makers to move toward decriminalizing sex work."

Thank you,
Paloma M. Guerrero
Clark County Deputy Public Defender
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